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Bureau of Indian Affairs, Interior § 63.3 

Subpart A—Purpose, Policy, and 
Definitions 

§ 63.1 Purpose. 
The purpose of these regulations is to 

prescribe minimum standards of char-
acter and suitability for employment 
for individuals whose duties and re-
sponsibilities allow them regular con-
tact with or control over Indian chil-
dren, and to establish the method for 
distribution of funds to support trib-
ally operated programs to protect In-
dian children and reduce the incidents 
of family violence in Indian country as 
authorized by the Indian Child Protec-
tion and Family Violence Prevention 
Act of 1990, Pub. L. 101–630, 104 Stat. 
4544, 25 U.S.C. 3201 3211. 

§ 63.2 Policy. 
In enacting the Indian Child Protec-

tion and Family Violence Prevention 
Act, the Congress recognized there is 
no resource more vital to the contin-
ued existence and integrity of Indian 
tribes than their children and that the 
United States has a direct interest, as 
trustee, in protecting Indian children 
who are members of, or are eligible for 
membership in, an Indian tribe. The 
minimum standards of character and 
suitability of employment for individ-
uals ensure that Indian children are 
protected, and the Indian child protec-
tion and family violence prevention 
programs will emphasize the unique 
values of Indian culture and commu-
nity involvement in the prevention and 
treatment of child abuse, child neglect 
and family violence. 

§ 63.3 Definitions. 
Bureau means the Bureau of Indian 

Affairs of the Department of the Inte-
rior; 

Child means an individual who is not 
married, and has not attained 18 years 
of age. 

Child abuse includes but is not lim-
ited to any case in which a child is 
dead, or exhibits evidence of skin 
bruising, bleeding, malnutrition, fail-
ure to thrive, burns, fracture of any 
bone, subdural hematoma, or soft tis-
sue swelling, and this condition is not 
justifiably explained or may not be the 
product of an accidental occurrence; 
and any case in which a child is sub-

jected to sexual assault, sexual moles-
tation, sexual exploitation, sexual con-
tact, or prostitution. 

Child neglect includes but is not lim-
ited to, negligent treatment or mal-
treatment of a child by a person, in-
cluding a person responsible for the 
child’s welfare, under circumstances 
which indicate that the child’s health 
or welfare is harmed or threatened. 

Crimes against persons are defined by 
local law. Adjudicating officers must 
contact local law enforcement agencies 
to determine if the crime for which an 
applicant or employee was found guilty 
(or entered a plea of nolo contendere or 
guilty) is defined as a crime against 
persons. 

Family violence means any act, or 
threatened act, of violence, including 
any forceful detention of an individual, 
which results, or threatens to result, in 
physical or mental injury, and is com-
mitted by an individual against an-
other individual to whom such person 
is, or was, related by blood or marriage 
or otherwise legally related, or with 
whom such person is, or was, residing, 
or with whom such person has, or had, 
intimate or continuous social contact 
and household access. 

Indian means any individual who is a 
member of an Indian tribe. 

Indian child means any unmarried 
person who is under age eighteen and is 
either a member of an Indian tribe or 
eligible for membership in an Indian 
tribe and is the biological child of a 
member of an Indian tribe. 

Indian country means: 
(1) All land within the limits of any 

Indian reservation under the jurisdic-
tion of the United States Government, 
notwithstanding the issuance of any 
patent, and, including rights-of-way 
running through the reservation; 

(2) All dependent Indian communities 
within the borders of the United States 
whether within the original or subse-
quently acquired territory thereof; 
and, 

(3) All Indian allotments, the Indian 
titles to which have not been extin-
guished, including rights-of-way run-
ning through the same. Unless other-
wise indicated, the term ‘‘Indian coun-
try’’ is used instead of ‘‘Indian reserva-
tion’’ for consistency. 
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